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that we have not reached to nearly the extent that we and administrative support to handle the Sister Program
successfully.should, given their overall contribution to the world’s
population.
ISN WebsiteHow to achieve this equipoise, it seems to me, is over-
Since 24 March 1999, we have a renewed ISN webwhelmingly the biggest challenge our Society faces. COM-
site: www.isn-online.org. This was achieved by the ISNGAN, of and by itself, has gone a long way toward
secretariat in close collaboration with Dr. Kim Solezbeginning the process, as has our Fellowship Program.
(chair ISN Informatics Commission) and Joseph DeAl-We need to distribute Kidney International to many parts
meida (NKF) in Edmonton. In the near future a biannualof the world where financial circumstances often pre-
newsletter will be published on this site as well. It willclude hard copy subscriptions. One hopes that with the
be composed and edited by Dr. Jan J. Weening.advent of cybercommunications, Kidney International
will, literally, be available everywhere on the planet
Ballot Procedurewithin the next four or five years.
The Council nominees and their CVs were publishedMy key goals are, very clearly, to preserve the excep-
in the January issue of Kidney International. Ballot sheetstional legacy granted me by my predecessors, and try
were printed on the back of the address insert. The ballotand extend the activities of ISN further into emerging
sheets were printed again with the KI March issue fornations.
those who had missed it the first time. Joint members
received their ballot sheets by separate mail. CVs andThomas E. Andreoli
background information was also published on the ISN
website, and the deadline for voting was extended from
REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL 1 April to 15 April. On 10 April we had received over
During the last stage of the present Secretary-Gener- 800 ballot sheets. The results are mentioned elsewhere.
al’s term in Amsterdam, activities in the office, coordi-
Jan J. Weeningnated by Ms. Ilja Huang, have further increased involving
traditional affairs such as the ISN fellowship program,
the visiting scholar program, the ISN travel grant pro- REPORT FROM THE TREASURER
gram, and the support for committee and commission
The Treasurer’s Office is the business office of the
meetings, as well as new subjects such as: the ISN Renal
International Society of Nephrology. One of the most
Sister Center program, the ISN website, preparations
important functions of the Treasurer is to ensure that
for the ISN Carl Gottschalk archives, and the transition adequate controls are exercised over the Society’s finan-
of the office to Dr. Rashad Barsoum, the new ISN Secre- cial assets. As a non-profit organization operating under
tary-General as of May 1999. Special attention has been the tax laws of the United States, we strictly comply with
given to support the extensive COMGAN programs and governmental standards on all aspects of the Society’s
to design a format to combine its activities with those financial guidelines. The Society’s accounting records
of the Renal Sister Center program. Updating the web- and practices are audited or reviewed annually by De-
site in close collaboration with its founders in Edmonton loitte & Touche, an international accounting firm. They
has been a challenging and rewarding adventure. have found no significant problems with our practices
The future of the secretariat with its new Secretary- or records.
General in Cairo and the executive director in Amster- The Treasurer’s office also serves as the circulation
dam holds a promise for an even more efficient and truly office for Kidney International. We process membership
international organization. renewals, new applications, and changes in addresses of
members. The staff of the Treasurer’s Office works hard
Renal Sister Center Program to develop new ideas and processes to improve the accu-
In 1998, the Program has increased from 125 to 141 racy and efficiency of the membership process. If you
links. Late in 1998, a questionnaire was sent to all centers have suggestions for improvement, please send your
involved in order to have feedback on the various activi- ideas to me or to Ms. Margaret Murray, Business Man-
ties. Questionnaires and reports received before 15 April ager of the ISN Treasurer’s office.
were processed in a database (a report will be distrib- The Society’s membership includes over 8,000 mem-
uted). Questionnaires received after 15 April still need bers representing 110 countries worldwide. The ISN is
to be processed. Not all of the links are active. The committed to working with nephrologists in the devel-
option of further stimulating the program and possibly oping world. In a program begun in 1997, nephrologists
bringing it under the responsibility of COMGAN is being in eligible countries can join the Society in a Joint Mem-
bership program where for $100, up to 10 physicians candiscussed. COMGAN would need additional financial
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join as members of our Society. Joint members agree to
share one copy of Kidney International. Moreover, in
conjunction with our publisher, Blackwell Science, Inc.,
Kidney International is mailed to 208 medical libraries
in developing nations.
Through the recent increase in educational activities
designated as COMGAN (Commission on Global Ad-
vancement of Nephrology), we have brought programs
to all parts of the world. In order to support these educa-
tional efforts, the membership ratified an increase in
dues. Effective with the year 2000 membership renewal,
the cost of a regular membership will be $150. Joint
memberships will remain at $100 per group because the
purpose of the Joint membership is to introduce nephrol-
ogy and state-of-the-art research into developing coun-
tries without creating a financial burden. A portion of
Fig. 3.the increase in dues will go to Blackwell Science to reflect
the costs for publishing Kidney International; the remain-
der will go to ISN educational programs. Besides dues,
the Society receives profit sharing from Blackwell Sci- These two figures represent our effort to devote more
ence for Kidney International. This has permitted us to financial resources toward nephrology education.
proceed with new educational programs, the expanding The Fellowship Program is currently funding 22 fel-
fellowship program and commissions addressing specific lows per year. There is also a two-year fellowship that
topics. Figure 1 shows that the management of the ISN is funded by the Japanese Society of Nephrology, fellow-
has maintained a policy of keeping expenditures at or ships funded by Kirch and NKRF, and four two-year
below the level of revenues. fellowships funded by the American Society of Nephrol-
The annual operating budget of the ISN is approxi- ogy. Our total commitment for fellowships is $607,500
mately $1.8 million. The management of the Society by annually.
its officers is voluntary (without compensation), permit- A program which has made great contributions to
ting the majority of the budget to be spent on educational nephrology education is the Commission for the Global
activities with comparatively low administrative ex- Advancement of Nephrology (COMGAN). Developed
penses. By investing excess funds, the ISN has built a through the capable co-chairmanship of Dr. Barry Bren-
reserve fund of approximately $2.8 million (based on ner and Dr. John Dirks and now Dr. Eberhard Ritz, the
current market values) invested in stocks, bonds, and ISN has spent over $300,000 since 1997 in areas of the
mutual funds. The goal of developing a financial reserve world such as Russia, Turkey, Cuba, Senegal, Iran, Ne-
is to maintain our commitment to nephrology education pal, India, Ecuador, and United Arab Emirates, Kuala
Lumpur, Mexico, and South Africa. These educationalif there is an economic downturn.
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programs have been extremely well-received (Kidney calendar year 1998, the acceptance rate of original manu-
scripts was 33%. The turnaround time in calendar daysInternational 54:1017–1021, 1998).
between initial receipt of a manuscript and the date ofThe ISN also funds active Commissions: the Commis-
the first decision was about 40 to 45 days. The timesion on Acute Renal Failure chaired by Dr. Norbert
between acceptance and publication of an original manu-Lameire, the Informatics Commission chaired by Dr. Kim
script was 4.7 months. Efforts are being made to shortenSolez, the History of Nephrology Commission chaired
these intervals.by Dr. Leon Fine, and the Clinical Trials Commission
The Editor and the Associate Editors of Kidney Inter-chaired by Dr. Shaul Massry. These commissions direct
national welcome suggestions of the readership regard-the Society’s activities in specific areas that deserve spe-
ing the journal.cial attention.
At the Society’s XVth International Congress in Bue-
Saulo Klahrnos Aires, Argentina, the ISN spent $120,000 to fund
travel scholarships for younger physicians and trainees.
This program included a one-week training course at
different nephrology centers in Argentina and Brazil.
The fellows also attended the Congress and interacted Membership
actively with the speakers and scientists.
Any member of a national society of nephrology isContinuing medical education programs partially
eligible for proposal to membership in the Internationalfunded by the ISN include a 1998 Congress of Nephrol-
Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society’s officialogy in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and a Feb-
Journal, Kidney International. A subscription to Kidneyruary 1999 Johannesburg, South Africa Congress of Ne-
International (including all Supplements) for calendarphrology.
year 2000 is included in the annual year 2000 dues ofThe ISN supports two “Forefronts in Nephrology”
US $150.00. Potential members can secure applicationsymposia in non-Congress years and one Forefront in
forms for membership by writing directly to Dr. Williamyears in which there is a Congress. For each Forefront
E. Mitch, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,meeting, the Society provides $50,000, and designates
Emory University, Renal Division, WMB Room 338,40% for travel scholarships for young physicians and
1639 Pierce Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322, USA. (Checksscientists.
must be made payable to the International Society ofThis brief summary highlights the major activities of
Nephrology. Checks from outside the USA must be paidour Society. The ISN is devoting substantial resources
through any United States bank.)to improve the transfer of knowledge, to improve the
training of the next generation of nephrologists and to ISN World Wide Web Page
improve care of the patient with kidney disease. It is a
The ISN Home Page on the World Wide Web (http://great privilege to work with you to achieve these goals
www.isn-online.org) describes ISN programs, lists offi-and I hope you will contact me with ideas and suggestions
cers, councilors and members of the Commission forfor improving our Society.
Developing Countries, and supplies general information
regarding ISN membership and subscription to KidneyWilliam E. Mitch
International.
Guidelines for sponsorship of symposia, postgraduateREPORT FROM THE EDITOR
courses, or workshops by the InternationalIn 1998, a total of 1148 manuscripts were submitted
Society of Nephrologyto the Editorial Office of Kidney International in St.
Louis. Of this number, 1019 manuscripts were original The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) en-
courages the organizers of scientific symposia, postgrad-submissions by authors and 129 were solicited papers by
the Editors (editorials, reviews, Nephrology Forum). Of uate courses, or workshops to apply to the Society for
sponsorship. ISN sponsorship will provide: (1) use of thethe original manuscripts received, 619 (61%) were con-
sidered basic research and 400 (39%) were considered Society’s name as a sponsor or co-sponsor; (2) announce-
ment of the meeting in Kidney International, contingentclinical studies.
The distribution of manuscripts received in 1998 was upon the receipt of written information in the Editorial
office at least 6 months in advance of the meeting; (3)as follows: Europe (42%), North America (USA and Can-
ada, 36%), Asian Pacific (19%), Latin America (2%), the possibility of partial financial support. Applications
must include the following information: (1) the topic,and Africa (1%).
The acceptance rate of submitted articles has been purpose, location and date(s) of the meeting; (2) the
names and titles of the members of the scientific organiz-steady over the years, between 32% and 40%. For the
